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Upcoming Events/Professional Development and Training



MY Fest ’09 at Tempe Beach Park
MY LIFE (Magellan Youth Leaders Inspiring Future Empowerment) is gearing up for the second annual MY Fest ’09, Saturday, April 11, 2009, at Tempe Beach Park. MY Fest ’09 is a music, art, entertainment, and youth involvement festival developed and produced by MY LIFE youth members. 
This free community event provides at risk youth and families the opportunity to enjoy a great day of music, art and entertainment; while learning about community resources for youth. If your organization offers services to youth ages 13-23, apply for a complementary display table at MY Fest email TOPena@MagellanHealth.com.
News & Announcements


Donate Money to Support Afterschool Without Spending a Dime!
Download the Give Clicks Shopping Assistant From Our Homepage!

GiveClicks allows you to donate to the Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence just by shopping online. Simply download the GiveClicks Shopping Assistant from our home page at www.azafterschool.org, then every time you shop at one of the participating online retailers, a portion of your purchase will automatically be sent to the Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence. It costs you absolutely nothing, no additional fees or charges!
Give while you shop.

Shop while you give.

· Easy to install and non-intrusive 

· Works with both Internet Explorer and Firefox 

· We never ask for any personal information or passwords 

· Over 2,000 participating retailers 
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Post Your Job Openings 
The Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence has established a job bank to assist individuals wanting to secure employment in an afterschool program and to provide programs seeking new staff members a central location to list job openings. Looking for a job? Have positions to post? Find the Job Postings in Resources for Professionals on our website. 
Afterschool Resources 


Measuring Youth Program Quality: A Guide to Assessment Tools

The Forum for Youth Investment recently released the second edition of their report, Measuring Youth Program Quality: A Guide to Assessment Tools. This compendium of program observation tools provides information on each tool’s purpose, history, structure, and methodology. It is an invaluable resource for practitioners, researchers, and policymakers trying to choose or develop such a measure and an important addition to the Foundation’s work on improving youth programs. Download the report at http://www.forumfyi.org/node/297
Simplified Summer Food Program
Summer programs that operate in low-income areas or serve primarily low-income children can receive federal funds to provide snacks and meals through the new program, previously only available in select states. Schools, local government agencies (such as the parks and recreation departments) and private nonprofits (such as YMCAs and Boys and Girls Clubs) can participate in the Simplified Summer Food Program. To participate, contact your state child nutrition agency. State agency contact information is available atwww.frac.org/summer.
COA After School Program Recognition

COA After School Recognition is working with a number of programs across the country. Visit www.COAafterschool.org to access comprehensive information on After School Program recognition as well as the standards, process information, answers to some frequently asked questions, and the recognition applications. The website also contains links to After School specific self-paced trainings that were developed to assist you and your staff learn about COA and its standards. In addition, it will help you evaluate which opportunity is the best fit for your program.Contact Jim Murphy (jmurphy@coanet.org) for further information.
2008 After School Program Study

The study provides a national profile of various types of formal after-school programs physically located at public elementary schools in 2008. Fifty-six percent of public elementary schools reported that one or more after-school programs were physically located at the school in 2008. Forty-six percent of public elementary schools reported a fee-based stand-alone day care program; 43 percent reported one or more stand-alone academic instruction/tutoring programs; 10 percent reported a 21st CCLC, and 16 percent reported other types of after-school programs. Together, the various types of after-school programs accounted for an estimated 4 million enrollments. These include duplicated enrollments because students could be enrolled in more than one program. The proportion of public elementary schools reporting that their students attended after-school programs at another location ranged from 46 percent for fee-based stand-alone day care to 3 percent for 21st CCLCs.  Learn more at www.nces.gov. 
Supporting Student Outcomes Through Expanded Learning Opportunities 
This new paper looks at the role of after school and summer learning programs in supporting student success. Inside this paper, you will learn about the benefits of expanded learning, why and how schools should partner, and a warrant for future research on expanded learning and education reform. More at http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources.
DO SOMETHING.ORG Offers Free Resources for Federal Summer Food Program

The Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) has several online materials that can help you recruit additional sponsors and partners, work with state officials administering the summer food program and publicize this opportunity in your local community.

The site also offers information on program best practices along with fundraising tips. More info: http://www.frac.org/afterschool/summer_toolkit.htm=
K-2 activities for Earth Day from PBS’s Curious George!
Aptly named “Curiosity Center Activities,” these focused investigations let children make their own discoveries about recycling, wind, water drops, and the properties of soil and sand. Visit pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/parentsteachers/activities/.

Earth Day Programming for 9 to 12-Year Olds
THE GREENS, a PBS web site that encourages kids to explore sustainability and take action wherever they can. A new Activity Guide for educators pairs hands-on activities to deepen kids’ understanding of topics like recycling and global warming with campaigns to reduce junk mail and get drivers to stop idling cars. FREE print copies may be ordered by putting “THE GREENS” in the subject line of an e-mail to wgbhmaterialsreq@wgbh.org.

Grant Opportunities


Arizona Commission on the Arts

Deadline: March 19
Due to significant projected reductions to the grant-making budget, the Commission on the Arts staff and board have implemented immediate changes to the fiscal year 2010 grant programs.

The Commission is committed to supporting the arts in programs that serve Pre-K - 12 students, classroom teachers, arts specialists, teaching artists and administrators in school, after-school and summer/inter-session programs.  
Please review the new guide documents carefully, as they supersede the documents posted in December. The application deadline for Grants for Organizations and School 2009-2010 is:

You can find the guides online at: http://www.azarts.gov/guide/index.htm
Entertainment Software Association Foundation

Deadline: April 15

Entertainment Software Association Foundation is dedicated to supporting positive programs and opportunities that make a difference in the quality of life, health, and welfare of today's youth. Grants are provided to nonprofit organizations nationwide that are seeking funding for a specific project or program that reaches two or more states and serves youths ages 7-18. Specific areas of interest include skills and personal development, general health and welfare, risk behavior prevention, education, and multimedia arts/technology. 

Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes

Deadline: April 30, 2009

The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes honors outstanding young leaders ages 8-18 who have focused on helping their communities and fellow beings and/or on protecting the health and sustainability of the environment. Maximum award: $2,500. http://www.barronprize.org/index.html 
Bridgestone Firestone: Safety Scholars Video Contest

Deadline: Entries accepted May 27-June 17
The Bridgestone Firestone 2009 Safety Scholars Video Contest will award college scholarships for the most compelling and effective videos that drive home life-saving messages on auto and tire safety, and includes a chance for young filmmakers to have their auto safety videos broadcast as a public service commercial. Maximum Award: $5,000 scholarship; new set of Bridgestone tires. Eligibility: high school students. http://safetyscholarsvideo.com/index.php?/site/ 

Learning in the Arts for Children and Youth
Deadline: June 11, 2009 (funding to begin June 1, 2010)
The grant offers funding for projects that help children and youth acquire knowledge and understanding of, and skills in the arts. Projects must provide participatory learning and engage students with skilled artists, teachers, and excellent art. Funded projects apply national or state arts education standards.

Community-based projects are for children and youth generally between ages 5 and 18. This area supports important activities and training in the arts that occur outside of the school system. Activities must occur outside of the regular school day, and may take place in a variety of settings. These activities may be offered by arts organizations or by other community-based, non-arts organizations or agencies in partnership with artists and arts groups. While not formally linked to schools or their instructional programs, projects must be based on a curriculum that ensures the application of national or state arts education standards. Projects may include professional development for teachers, artists, and program providers. http://www.arts.gov/grants/apply/GAP10/LITA.html
21st Century Community Learning Centers
Deadline: May 1, 2009

The Arizona Department of Education has posted information for Cycle 8 funding of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers grants online at http://www.ade.state.az.us/21stcentury/. The purpose of the 21st Century Community-Learning Center Grant is to establish community-learning centers that provide students with standards-based academic enrichment classes and opportunities especially in math, reading and writing during out-of-school time. These academic activities are designed to complement the students' regular academic program.[image: image5.jpg]
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