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Upcoming Events/Professional Development and Training



Share Your Ideas for the 2009 Afterschool Conference 

Help the the conference planning committee create a professional development event that meets your staff training needs. Afterschool Conference Survey
Earn Your Graduate Certificate in Out-of-School Time Online
Updated Program Begins in April. Don't miss the opportunity to be part of the second cohort of the Johns Hopkins School of Education's graduate certificate program in Out-of-School Time Leadership. Click here to learn more and to apply.

News & Announcements


Legislature Approves Child Care Funding for Arizona Families with Federal Stimulus Funds
According to DES, families and providers do NOT need to stop child care if they had received a termination notice.  This is what passed in the bill on May 12:

1. Families between 110% and 165% of the federal poverty level (those that received termination notices) WILL NOT be terminated from DES subsidy. Providers can continue to care for those children and DES will reimburse them.

2. The waiting list for new children and families applying for DES child care subsidy will stay in force. No NEW families will be authorized for child care payments.

3. The provider rates that were reduced by 5% will stay at the reduced rate.

4. The co-pay that families have to pay will no longer double, but families will no longer get the co-pay discount for the second, third (and so on) child, i.e., if a provider has a $1 a day co-pay, that will now apply to each child (before they paid only .50 for the second child, etc.)

5. There is NO change to the Quality Set Aside cuts (training cuts, S*CCEEDS, ASSP cuts, etc.). Those cuts will remain.
Government Makes Funding Available for Innovative Education Strategies

Last Friday, the USDE released guidance for Title I to help states and school districts quickly disburse $10 billion in new funding that was part of the recovery bill. Following are two key highlights from the guidance with clear implications for summer learning:
According to the guidelines, "These funds create an unprecedented opportunity for educators to implement innovative strategies in Title I schools that improve education for at-risk students and close the achievement gaps while also stimulating the economy." 

The guidance provides examples for districts to spend funds in ways that are allowable under the recovery act and includes the following as an example: "Establishing or expanding fiscally sustainable extended learning opportunities for Title I eligible students in targeted assistance programs, including activities provided before school, after school, during the summer, and over an extended school year."
 
School districts can use their new Title I funds to establish and expand their summer learning programs this summer, including providing more comprehensive programming that goes beyond typical remedial programs. 
 
Action Item: Summer program providers should contact their local school district and school principals to seek partnerships with school summer programs funded by Title I. Such programs could either utilize Title I funds, if approved by the school, or provide wrap-around programming that provides services to Title I students served by the school.
 
For more information: www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/factsheet/title-i.html
Calling all Afterschool Artists
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The Afterschool Alliance is seeking artwork for our 2009 Lights On Afterschool poster. The winning student image will be printed on 50,000 posters and sent to afterschool programs from coast to coast for their Lights On Afterschool celebrations this October 22, and will be featured all year at www.afterschoolalliance.org. The name of the winning student’s afterschool program will be featured on the poster (student’s privacy will be protected)
See Rules and last year’s winning entry. Submissions are due by April 20, 2009. Send  to: Afterschool Alliance, 1440 Broadway, Floor 16, New York, NY 10018. Questions? Email lightson@afterschoolalliance.org or call Susan Rohwer at (646) 943-8663.S
October 22 marks the 10th annual Lights On Afterschool. We hope you can join us, and 7,500 programs and 1 million Americans, in celebrating afterschool.
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The Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence has established a job bank to assist individuals wanting to secure employment in an afterschool program and to provide programs seeking new staff members a central location to list job openings. Looking for a job? Have positions to post? Find the Job Postings in Resources for Professionals on our website. 
Afterschool Resources 

Program Cost Study Has Online Calculator

The Cost of Quality Out-of-School-Time Programs, commissioned by The Wallace Foundation from The Finance Project and Public/Private Ventures, offers new knowledge and tools for policymakers to use in planning for quality out-of-school time programs.
This study is one of the most comprehensive studies to date analyzing the costs, funding streams, and expenditures of a wide range of high-quality out-of-school time programs, accompanied by a companion online calculator that generates cost estimates for specific programs. See the study and online cost calculator, along with many other research reports, at www.wallacefoundation.org.
Great Science for Girls (GSG) 

GSG, an NSF-funded initiative led by the Educational Equity Center at

AED (EEC/AED), will host this webinar to highlight curricula that have proven to impact girls’ interest and engagement in science learning. Find out what strategies work. To join the GSG Webinar, please e-mail Delores Holland at dehollan@aed.org.
Afterschool.org 
The Afterschool.org website is for afterschool program directors who want to improve the quality of their programs. All sorts of other people will find it useful, too--people like program staff, volunteers, parents, community members, policymakers, funders, researchers, and anyone else who cares about children.  As part of the website, Promising Practices in Afterschool (or "PPAS")  is an effort to find and share things that are working in afterschool programs.

On the Afterschool.org website, you will find tons of information that you can use in your own program. You can see promising practices from programs around the country, find resources and professional development opportunities, and share your own "aha's." Whether you're interested in planning activities for your program, finding funding, or looking for a new curriculum, the Afterschool.org website has just what you need!

Girls, Math & Science Partnership 
The Girls, Math & Science Partnership (GMSP) engages, educates, and embraces girls as architects of change.  GMSP was created to address issues regarding girls, their participation in science and the expansion of their opportunities in and influence on the science and technology workforce. 

We offer many resources to help girls in your program get excited about math and science.  Our online sisterhood, BrainCake.org is full of relevant, current information that girls ages 11 - 17, their care providers, teachers, and mentors find beneficial.

Grant Opportunities


Quick Turnaround Grants
Deadline: May 1, 2009
Funder: Arizona Commission on the Arts 
Eligibility: Organizations, individuals, artistic companies, schools, and after-school programs. 
Quick Turnaround Grant (QTG) applications are accepted by mail between July 1 and May 1 annually, or until all grant funds are expended. Grants are based on a fiscal year calendar (July 1 through June 30 of the following year) and proposed activities must take place within this timeframe. Applications for all Quick Turnaround Grant categories, outlined below, must be submitted at least 6 weeks in advance of an activity. Contact: http://www.azarts.gov/qtg/index.htm  


Social Venture Partners Teens 2009 Grant Cycle

Deadline: April 6, 2009
For this grant-making cycle, the Teens of SVPAZ have chosen to support Phoenix nonprofit organizations that are focusing on after-school educational programs for grades K-12. This may include requests for operating support, program specific funds or supplies, equipment or capital. Read more>>
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services; Overview Information; Recreational Programs
Deadline: April 24, 2009
To provide individuals with disabilities with recreational activities and related experiences to help them become employed, mobile, independent and integrated in the community and among their peers. 
Funder: U.S. Department of Education.
Eligibility: States, public agencies and private nonprofits.
Amount: Seven awards of around $135,000 each. 

Contact: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-3813.pdf 

21st Century Community Learning Center Applications Online Now
The 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program was established to provide at-risk students with opportunities for standards based academic enrichment, personal enrichment, and other activities designed to complement the students’ regular academic program. The 21st CCLC programs also engage adult family members of actively participating students through educational and personal development opportunities. Cycle VII applications are now online.

World of Children
Deadline: April 17, 2009
The World of Children Awards program recognizes individuals who make a difference in the lives of children across the globe. The program is designed to honor these leaders and provide them with funds to support the proven high-impact programs they have created in the fields of health, education, hunger, and human rights. Grants will be given to nonprofits associated with the honorees. Categories include Humanitarian Award, Health Award and Founder’s Youth Award. Nominees must be available to participate in the awards ceremony to be held in New York City on November 5, 2009. Travel and accommodations will be arranged and paid by World of Children. Link to RFP 

Healthy Sprouts Awards Program
Deadline: October 17, 2009

The National Gardening Association encourages the growth of health-focused youth garden programs through the Healthy Sprouts Awards sponsored by Gardener's Supply Company. The awards support school and youth garden programs that teach about nutrition and the issue of hunger in the United States. To be eligible for the 2009 Healthy Sprouts Awards, a school or organization must plan to garden in 2010 with at least fifteen children between the ages of 3 and 18. The selection of winners is based on the demonstrated relationship between the garden program and nutrition and hunger issues in the United States.
In 2009, the program will present awards to twenty schools or organizations. Each recipient program will receive gardening supplies and resources, including gift certificates toward the purchase of gardening materials from Gardener's Supply. The top five programs will each receive a certificate valued at $500; fifteen more programs will each receive a $200 gift certificate. Visit the KidsGardening website for complete program guidelines and application.

Literacy and Education Grants

Deadline May 31, 2009

Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs Foundation offers literacy and education grants for specific programs with measurable outcomes. They provide support for children in literacy and education programs such as summer reading programs, early childhood education programs and literacy programs for children with special needs. Grants range from $1,000-$10,000 for afterschool, disabilities, early childhood and special education. For more information, click here.

Mr. Holland's Opus Foundation Educational Grants

The Mr. Holland's Opus Foundation grants are given to support K-12 music education on a nationwide basis. Through the Melody Program, the Foundation will provide musical instruments and instrument repairs to existing K-12 school music programs that have no other source of financing to purchase additional musical instruments and materials. The Special Projects Program is designed to provide musical instruments and instrument repairs to community schools of the arts, after school programs, and youth orchestras. Click here for eligibility information.
ESA (Entertainment Software Association) Foundation
Deadline: April 15, 2009
Support will be given to nonprofits providing American youth with programs targeting skills and personal development, general health and welfare, risk behavior prevention, education, and/or multimedia arts/technology. 
Funder: ESA Foundation 
Eligibility: Nonprofits with programs in 2 or more states 
Amount: Not stated
Contact: Click Here
Regional Coalition Happenings


Northland Youth Coalition Awards Mini-Grants
The Northland Youth Coalition is pleased to announce the awarding of four mini-grants to youth programs in the White Mountains. Recipients will receive from $100 - $300 each for their regional youth programs.  The Mini-Grant Program was developed to recognize, fund and celebrate creative small-scale projects or program enhancements occurring in school-age sites. These mini-grants reflect the Coalition’s commitment to supporting Northeastern Arizona school-age afterschool providers in their effort to improve the quality of their programs.
The 2009 projects, recipients and descriptions:
Service Dog Leadership Academy - Blue Ridge Middle School/Navajo County Coalition Against Drug Abuse: Youth participants will work with service dogs and learn dog-training skills for personal development, as a hobby, employment or as a career path. 
Waves of Eternity Summer Art Program - Girl Scouts, Arizona Cactus Pine Council, Inc.: Participants will create direct mosaic art pieces and individual tiles to place as a backdrop for a community stage. 
Wild Cat Rhythms - Seven Mile Elementary School: This student percussion ensemble teaches students how to play rhythms and build drums for their use. 
Fitness Finders - Show Low DEAL Afterschool Program: This program encourages participants to walk or run weekly for prizes and to participate in monthly Fun Run. 
The Northland Youth Coalition’s next meeting is on Wednesday, April 1, 2009 at 12:30 p.m. in the Show Low Public Library.[image: image1.jpg]
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