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A Message from the Executive Director 


I was so honored to be selected by the Board of Directors to become the Center’s Executive Director replacing Lisa Rice who returned to Tucson to be with her family full time.   I look forward to meeting and working with all of you in promoting afterschool programming statewide.  It is an issue that is near and dear to my heart and has the potential of being an important part of the education reform debate in the months and years ahead.

Working collaboratively, I am confident we can increase the community’s and policymakers’ awareness of the need for and value of out-of-school programming for students across the state.

Communication is going to be the key.  I am eager for you to keep me apprised of what’s going on within your programs and organizations.  I also welcome learning more about your needs and how the Center for Afterschool Excellence can best work with you to meet your needs. In return, the Center plans to communicate with you more often and more effectively sharing best practices, training opportunities, funding possibilities, and advocacy options. 

Please do not hesitate to call or email me and introduce yourself.  I look forward to meeting and working with you and plan to get around the state to see firsthand the marvelous work you are all doing.

Keep up the good work!

Melanie McClintock

Executive Director

602.279.7101

mmcclintock@azafterschool.org

Upcoming Events/Professional Development and Training



Center for Afterschool Education at Foundations, Inc. Partners with Arcadia University for Institute in Out-of-School Time Education, July 24-26, 2009
The Center for Afterschool Education at Foundations, Inc. and Arcadia University are partnering to offer a three-credit Institute, Teaching and Learning in Out-of-School Time. The Institute will be held July 24-26, 2009, at Arcadia University in Glenside, PA.
The Institute responds to the growing demand to maximize educational opportunities outside of the school day by preparing students and in-service professionals to teach and lead in afterschool and summer settings. Bringing together afterschool, summer, and experiential educators from around the country, the Institute teaches research-based methods and practical strategies to leverage out-of-school time for children’s academic, social, and emotional development.  For graduate students, the Institute is the first course toward earning a 15-credit online Graduate Certificate in Out-of-School Education.


READ MORE
Save the Date

The Whole Child, The Whole World, the 17th Annual Afterschool Conference is scheduled Nov. 14 at Mesa Convention Center, 263 N. Center St., Mesa, AZ.  The Call for Presenters will soon be posted to our website at www.azafterschool.org. 
News & Announcements



Global Youth Service Day - April 24-26, 2009
Global Youth Service Day is the largest annual service event in the world. GYSD highlights and celebrates the difference youth make in their communities year-round through community service and service-learning. On April 24-26, 2009, millions of young will participate in and lead service projects in all 50 states and in more than 100 countries around the world. Young people, working with their families, schools, community organizations, faith-based communities, and businesses, will improve their communities by addressing critical issues such as global climate change, education & illiteracy, poverty, 
health, hunger, and homelessness.

READ MORE
Center Board Announces Involvement in National Christmas Tree Project 
The 2009 National Christmas Tree will be selected from Arizona’s White Mountains.  The Center for Afterschool Excellence will coordinate collection of ornaments for the capitol tree made in afterschool programs around Arizona.  Watch for further information on our website and for e-mail alerts to be sure your program is represented!
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, on Thinking Differently About Education
“This is a chance to create what a 21st century school needs to look like…It’s not just lengthening the school day, but a wide variety of afterschool activities:  drama, arts, sports, chess, debate, academic enrichment, programs for parents…

Where schools truly become the center of the community, great things happen.   …we don’t have to do this ourselves as educators, you can bring in great nonprofits…

The money I spent on this in Chicago was arguably the best money I spent because it was so highly leveraged.  You had all these phenomenal partners coming in working collaboratively and collectively…it’s about partnership, collaborating and understanding what our kids need today to be successful.”
No Child Left Behind

(From the New York Times) President Obama and his team have alternated praise for the goals of President George W. Bush’s No Child Left Behind law with criticism of its weaknesses, all the while keeping their own plans for the law a bit of a mystery.
But clues are now emerging, and they suggest that the Obama administration will use a Congressional rewriting of the federal law later this year to toughen requirements on topics like teacher quality and academic standards and to intensify its focus on helping failing schools. The law’s testing requirements may evolve but will certainly not disappear. And the federal role in education policy, once a state and local matter, is likely to grow.

The administration appears to be preparing important fixes to what many see as some of the law’s most serious defects. But its emerging plans are a disappointment to some critics of the No Child Left Behind law, who hoped Mr. Obama’s campaign promises of change would mean a sharper break with the Bush-era law.


READ MORE
Afterschool Resources 

The Cost of Quality Out-of-School Time Programs

 Funders and program planners want to know: What does it cost to operate a high-quality after-school or summer program? This study answers that question, discovering that there is no "right" number. Cost varies substantially, depending on the characteristics of the participants, the goals of the program, who operates it and where it is located. Based on detailed cost data collected from 111 out-of-school-time programs in six cities, this report, along with an online calculator (www.wallacefoundation.org/cost-of-quality), provides cost averages and ranges for many common types of programs. 

Calling All SciGirls - New PBS Kids Science Series
Do you know girls or women passionate about science, technology, engineering, or math who would want to be on national television? 

If so, SciGirls wants to hear from you! A new science TV show for and about tween girls is coming to PBS. SciGirls will spotlight real girls using science to make a difference. Each SciGirls episode will follow a group of girls and their inquiry-based project, highlighting the great things that happen when girls are inspired and empowered by science. SciGirls and the NGCP are partnering to involve girls from NGCP collaborative regions. Suggest girls, mentors, or projects at the SciGirls Blog.

READ MORE
The Federal Role in Out-of-School Learning: After-School, Family Involvement, and Summer Learning as Critical Supports 
Four decades of research demonstrate that it is necessary to redefine learning--both where and when it takes place--if the country is to achieve the goal of educating all of its children. This report from Harvard Family Research Project makes a research-based case for federal provision of out-of-school complementary learning supports, so that all students gain the skills necessary for success in the 21st century.

READ MORE
American Youth Policy Forum Report "Learning Around the Clock: Benefits of Expanded Learning Opportunities for Older Youth"
This publication provides evidence that expanded learning opportunities (ELOs) improve academic performance, college and career preparation, social and emotional development, and health and wellness for youth.  The report summarizes 22 evaluations of high-quality ELOs to give policymakers and practitioners a quick understanding of the research findings on effective programs, along with a description of why these programs work.  The report describes key program elements that lead to successful outcomes, such as experiential learning, high-quality staff with ongoing professional development…


READ MORE
Core Competencies for Afterschool Trainers

The National AfterSchool Association has just released Core competencies for Afterschool Trainers.  It can be used as a tool to identify what to look from in a trainer for direct service staff or to evaluate trainers.  Trainers can utilize it for self-evaluation or for reference when creating trainings and training systems can employ it to recognize or approve quality trainers and to update or expand current standards for trainers. 

READ MORE
Grant Opportunities


DonorsChoose.org Grants

Deadline: No deadline

DonorsChoose.org is a simple way to provide students in need with resources that our public schools often lack. At this not-for-profit web site, teachers submit project proposals for materials or experiences their students need to learn. These ideas become classroom reality when concerned individuals, whom we call Citizen Philanthropists, choose projects to fund.

READ MORE
Qwest Foundation Grants

Deadline: No deadline
The Qwest Foundation is dedicated to enriching the lives of customers and the communities we serve. It's more than just caring; it's a commitment to making a difference. The Qwest Foundation awards grants that generate high impact and measurable results through community-based programs in the area of pre-K through 12 education. We encourage you to learn more about the Foundation and request funding for your program. School districts, 501(c) or state boards of education, must apply for these grants.


READ MORE
McKenzie Foundation Education Grant

Deadline:  No deadline

The purpose of The McKenzie Foundation is to encourage and support non-profit programs primarily in the areas of education, health, human services, and cultural and environmental concerns. Faced with the task of translating these broad-reaching goals into a more focused set of grant guidelines, the Board has selected four initiatives that will shape its grant making for the next few years: early childhood development, education, the environment, arts and culture.


READ MORE
2009 Flagstaff Community Foundation Open Competitive Grant Cycle
Deadline: Jul. 27, 2009
The Flagstaff Community Foundation will help nonprofits prepare for the 2009 FCF Open Competitive Grant Cycle by conducting a free workshop with the Arizona Community Foundation (ACF) on Thursday, May 21 at the Coconino Center for the Arts 10-noon. Topics will include FCF's grantmaking process and procedures. Applicants who have previously applied and received FCF grants or Collaborator funding should attend as there are changes to this year's grant cycle. Attendance is not mandatory, but highly recommended. Attendance at the workshop does not guarantee grant funding. Please RSVP as space is limited. Grant applications will be available at www.azfoundation.org/grants on June 15. Due date 5pm Monday, July 27. Grant applications may range from $1,000-$10,000 and should focus on fields of interest or initiatives in one or more of the following areas: Environmental Education and Conservation, Youth, Education, Health Care, Social Services, Music Education, Arts & Culture, Victim Services. Organizations may apply for funding for general operations, staffing, existing programs, expanded programs, new or pilot programs, although multiple applications from the same organization are not encouraged. Organizational programs must serve the immediate Flagstaff area. For additional info or questions concerning the workshop, contact Brittney Williams at bwilliams@azfoundation.org or 526-1956. Applications will be available online beginning June 15.

READ MORE
2009 Arizona Benefits Grant Program
Deadline: Jul. 24, 2009
ARIZONA BENEFITS is Humana-Arizona’s charitable giving program in support of:

· Mind – projects or institutions that seek to improve the educational landscape resulting in higher levels of achievement 

· Body – projects or human service agencies engaged in the promotion of healthy bodies and lifestyles

· Spirit – projects or civic and cultural development organizations that seek to inspire communities and enliven the human spirit

A one-time, $100,000 signature grant will be awarded to a Maricopa County-based nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization. 100% of the grant must be used for recipients in Arizona for a specific program. However, no more than 15% of the
award can be used toward salaries or consultant fees. 
Finalists will be required to make a formal presentation before a panel of community leader judges in September. The signature grant will be awarded during an awards celebration in the October 2009.
You are invited To the Arizona Benefits 2009 Kickoff Breakfast! Learn more about the program and application process. Ask all of your questions and enjoy breakfast! 

· When: Friday, May 1st, 2009 from 9:30am - 11:00am

· Where: Humana of Arizona – Maricopa Conference Room at 20860 N. Tatum Blvd., Suite 200; Phoenix, AZ 85050 

Please RSVP by emailing your name, organization name, phone and email address to arizonabenefits@humana.com or call 480-515-6702. 
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