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Upcoming Events


16th Annual Arizona Afterschool Conference 

November 8
Mesa, AZ
Register before October 31st!
 
Don't miss this opportunity to hear Dr. Jeffrey Dozoretz speak on 
Keeping Children Safe in a Changing World, learn new ideas
for afterschool programming and meet your fellow youth practitioners 
from around Arizona.
 
Download the Registration Form and see all the workshop descriptions
at www.azafterschool.org.
 
Afterschool Awards of Excellence Banquet

November 7
Mesa, AZ
 
Join us in recognizing and celebrating outstanding afterschool 
professionals, programs and champions at an elegant evening dinner
in the Starlight Room of the Phoenix Marriott Mesa. Musical 
entertainment from afterschool students at the Phoenix Conservatory
of Music will set the stage for the night and keynote speaker Andrew
Ortiz will highlight the importance of out-of-school programs as a key
ingredient for youth success.
 
A limited number of tickets are still available, visit our website at 
www.azafterschool.org or call 602-279-7100.
News & Announcements


The Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence announces the 2008 recipients of the Afterschool Awards of Excellence!
Program Award - Rosie's House: A Music Academy for Children  

Individual Award - Angela DeCicco, Boys & Girls Clubs of Metropolitan Phoenix

Champion Award - Vicki Catlett-Newby, Paradise Valley School District

Jane Romatzke Leadership Award - Leah Sergeant, KidZone Enrichment Program

These outstanding professionals and programs will be honored at the Afterschool Awards of Excellence Banquet at the Phoenix Marriott Mesa on Friday, November 7th. 

Afterschool Resources


FREE Online Tutorial for New Child Care Staff
The Arizona Dept. of Health Services Child Care Licensing regulations require new staff to receive training on certain topics within 10 days of hire. 
 
This new FREE online tutorial includes the following required topics: 
· Child Guidance & Discipline 

· Hand washing 

· Diapering 

· Food Preparation 

· Infant Formula Preparation 

· Illness & Infestation 

· Child Abuse 

· Accident & Emergency Procedures 

· Sun Safety 

· Outdoor Safety 

· Sudden Infant Death Syndrome
Click here to begin: Child Care Staff Online Tutorial 
 

At the end of this tutorial you will have:
· Detailed and accurate information on 15 basic DHS requirements for licensed child care and education providers. 
· A check sheet listing the 15 items covered in this tutorial to give to your supervisor. 
· Results of a short quiz on the topics covered to share with your supervisor. 
· A S*CCEEDS certificate for 1 hour of registered training.
Developed by The Pima Community College Center for Early Childhood Studies in collaboration with the Pima County Superintendent of School's Office, the Sonoran Alliance for Youth, and the Southern Arizona Association for the Education of Young Children this FREE training resource meets Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) requirements for new staff members in licensed early childhood and school-age care programs.

PicoCrickets - Art and Technology Kits 
PicoCrickets give young people the raw materials to build their own artistic creations, which they can program to respond to light, sound, and touch. It is one of the resources highlighted in the recently launched Technology Curriculum Database, developed by YouthLearn for the U.S. Department of Education-funded National Partnership for Quality Afterschool Learning at SEDL. Drawing on the same research base as Lego Mindstorms, the PicoCricket Kit is a robotics kit designed with greater emphasis on artistic expression, in an effort to appeal to girls as much as boys. The Kit includes a miniature computer, sensors, software, Lego bricks, craft materials, and project ideas. The user-friendly Web site provides technical support, additional ideas for educators, and photo and video galleries for showcasing creations.
http://www.sedl.org/cgi-bin/mysql/afterschool/technology.cgi?resource=2
Adobe Youth Voices - Resources for Educators 
The Adobe Youth Voices Program provides resources for educators, including links to a wide range of instructional materials and tutorials on digital photography, digital video, and digital storytelling. It is one of the resources highlighted in the recently launched Technology Curriculum Database, developed by YouthLearn for the U.S. Department of Education-funded National Partnership for Quality Afterschool Learning at SEDL. This global philanthropic initiative to empower youth serves educators and afterschool practitioners who are integrating digital media into their classrooms and learning centers. Through media arts production, young people can give voice to issues that they care about-and share their movies, animation, Web sites or other works with a wide audience. Housed in the Adobe Digital Kids Club, the

resources for educators feature lesson plans and curriculum ideas as well as expert advice. In addition, galleries in the Digital Kids Club and on the Youth Voices Web site exhibit a variety of works that model techniques for media making and inspire young artists.

http://www.sedl.org/cgi-bin/mysql/afterschool/technology.cgi?resource=6
Strengthening Out-of-School Time Organizations 
"Modestly funded and often stretched to their limits, the organizations that provide out-of-school time (OST) programming face mounting demands to deliver higher quality services to more children. The Wallace Foundation recently asked several experts in the OST field to identify what they think are the key organizational, administrative and management obstacles impeding OST providers from lifting the quality of their programs and discuss how those might be overcome." Download the white papers for free at the Wallace Foundation website: "Strengthening Out-of-School Time Nonprofits: The Role of Foundations in Building Organizational Capacity," by Heather B. Weiss and Priscilla D. Little of the Harvard Family Research Project; "A New Day for Youth: Creating Sustainable Quality in Out of School Time," by Harvard researcher Gil G. Noam; "A View from the Field: Helping Community Organizations Meet Capacity Challenges," by Lucy N. Friedman, president of The After-School Corporation, a New York City-based nonprofit.
http://www.wallacefoundation.org/KnowledgeCenter/KnowledgeTopics/CurrentAreasofFocus/Out-Of-SchoolLearning/StrengtheningOutofSchoolTimeOrganizationsThreeViews.htm.

Grant Opportunities


The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards
The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards honor young people for voluntary service to their communities.  The honoree will receive $5,000, and a $5,000 grant will be made to a nonprofit, charitable organization of the honoree's choice.  Students in grades 5-12 who have engaged in a volunteer service activity within the past year are eligible.  Deadline: Oct. 31, 2008.  Contact: click here.

State Farm® Good Neighbor Service-Learning Grants
With generous support from the State Farm Companies Foundation, Youth Service America is offering the annual State Farm Good Neighbor Service-Learning Grant for youth-led community improvement projects across the United States and Canada (Alberta, Ontario, and New Brunswick provinces only). These grants of up to $1,000 support teachers and service-learning coordinators in engaging students (ages 5-25) to implement service-learning projects for Global Youth Service Day, April 24-26, 2009.  Semester-long projects that are launched on Martin Luther King Day on January 19, 2009 and extend through Global Youth Service Day are encouraged.  To learn more, download an electronic application, grant guidelines, and budget spreadsheet at www.YSA.org/awards.  Questions?  Please contact goodneighbor@ysa.org.  Deadline: October 15, 2008.

Youth Garden Grants
Home Depot and the National Gardening Association are offering grants for child-centered garden programs that emphasize education, nutrition, environmental awareness, entrepreneurship, leadership development, team building, community support and service learning.  Schools and community organizations are eligible for the 125 grants ranging from $250 to $1,000 that will be awarded.
Deadline: Nov. 1.  Contact: www.kidsgardening.com/YGG.asp.

Lorrie Otto Seeds for Education (SFE) Fund
Schools, nature centers and nonprofit places of learning, including houses of worship are eligible for $100-$500 grants to plant and maintain natural landscapes.  Deadline: Nov. 15.  Contact: www.for-wild.org/sfecvr.html.[image: image1.jpg]
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